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Flying to the future with the University of Pretoria 
By Lesego Zazo

My name is Lesego Zazo and I hold a 
BScHons degree in Quantity Surveying (QS) 
from the University of Pretoria.  Studying 
quantity surveying at UP and being a student 
in the EBIT Faculty was really exciting, but 
also challenging. 

I studied at UP for four years. In the first 
three years I completed my undergraduate 
degree, after which I continued studying 
for another year to obtain my honours 
degree. In all my classes the lecturers 
created stimulating environments and I was 
surrounded by intelligent people from whom 
I could learn. 

What impressed me most about the South 
Campus was that the lecturers engaged 
with students on a personal level and 
were always ready to support us, provide 
assistance and ease the pressure when we 
were faced with challenges. 

I really admire their strong work ethic. I 
started out ‘CRAWLING AT UP’, but ended up 
‘FLYING AT UP’!

Being awarded a degree by one of the 
most prestigious universities in South 
Africa means the world to me. UP is an 
internationally accredited institution and has 
produced many prominent public figures, 
and I am proud to have a degree that is 
recognised internationally. 

Studying at UP has opened vast 
opportunities for me. During my second 
year of study I was accepted as a student 
quantity surveyor by one of the leading 
quantity surveying firms in South Africa, 
which provided me with an opportunity 
to practically explore the field and find 
a positive career path to pursue. What 
motivates me is the idea that I will develop 
holistically in my chosen profession.

Metallurgy is the science of 
materials that studies metals, 
their properties, treatment and 
performance. By extension, it 
also refers to the manufacturing 
industry and its use of metals 
and alloys. 

If you look around you, you can see 
that everything is made of some type of 
MATERIAL, and metals are among the 

materials used by the manufacturing 
industry.

Any chemical element with metallic 
properties is classified as a metal. Now 
you can think about what you can do 
with metallic elements on the periodic 
table: metals can be mixed with other 
metals or other non-metallic elements 
to create alloys with specific desirable 
properties. For instance, to make steel, 
carbon is added to iron, and to make 
stainless steel, chromium is added to 

iron. Other commonly used alloys are 
based on aluminium, titanium, iron, nickel 
and copper. Since metallurgists produce 
different alloys for specific applications, 
metals and alloys can be produced that 
are suitable for different everyday uses.
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What you need to know about metallurgy as a possible career choice
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